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It was a custom with the late King, every
year, on the twenty-fourth of December, to make
presents to his brothers and sisters, the whole
sum of which amounted to about twenty thousand
crowns. This custom the nephew has suppressed.
A habitude of forty years had led the uncles to
consider these gratuities as a part of their income;
aor did they expect that they should have set the first
examples, or rather have been made the first exam-
ples, of economy. Faithful to his peculiar mode of
making presents, the King has gratified the Duke
of Courland with a yellow riband. It would be
difficult more unworthily to prostitute his order.

To this sordidness of metal, and this debau-
chery of moral, coin, examples of easy prodigality
may be opposed. The house of the Jew Ephraim
had paid two hundred thousand crowns, on ac-
count, for the late King, at Constantinople, during
the Seven Years' War. The money was intended
to corrupt some Turks, but the project failed.
Frederick U. continually delayed the repayment
of tie sum. His successor yesterday reimbursed
the heirs of Ephraim.1

J It is curious to read, in the "History of the Sevent strike any person ; but I begin to under-
